
Proposed development of Lexington’s Dana Home and Isaac Mulliken House and its 
potential impact on Lexington’s Historic Districts 

 
Lexington’s former Dana Home for the Aged (Kelsey Gilmore House, 1888) and adjacent Isaac 
Mulliken House (c 1850) are situated near the western end of Lexington’s Historic Districts on 
Massachusetts Avenue.  A proposal has been submitted to the town’s Planning Board by a 
developer, AB Holdings, to transform these residences into a hotel/restaurant/lounge complex. 
 

 
Kelsey Gilmore House, 2027 Massachusetts Avenue. 
 

 
Isaac Mulliken House, 2013 Massachusetts Avenue. 



While it was the developer’s expressed intent to preserve the historic look and character of these 
properties it is now clear that siting problems make this vision unattainable.  Were the project to 
go forward in its current form it would create an unprecedented existential threat to the town’s 
Historic Districts and to the unbroken character of the Revolutionary Battle Road along its final 
nine miles, from Hillside Avenue in Lexington to the Old North Bridge in Concord. 
 
In particular, two proposed parking lots are to be located on Massachusetts Avenue that would be 
wholly out of keeping with the vintage of the structures themselves, the character of the homes 
west of the Battle Green and of the overall character of the Historic Districts.  Were the parking 
lots to be permitted it would set a precedent by which the town would lose control over 
automobile parking in the Districts. 
 

 
From the Town of Lexington Zoning Map of 
1957. 

Extant nineteenth century residences once had 
stables in the rear and that is where cars are parked 
now.  The Dana Home originally had a barn and 
considerable land behind the home. When Worthen 
Road was built in 1956, construction led to the 
covering of the North Lexington Brook.  This 
created wetlands in the rear halves of the Dana 
Home and Mulliken House properties and led to the 
loss of the Dana Home barn.  
 
Since the wetlands cannot be built upon, the  

developer’s plan requires that all remaining available space be packed with parking surrounding 
both homes in a partial attempt to meet town bylaws. 
 
In Appendix A is an aerial view of the lots at 2013 and 2027 Mass. Ave. and a second with the 
proposed parking added.  Parking would begin along a line connecting the front porches of the 
two homes, varying from 26 to 28 feet from the Massachusetts Avenue sidewalk.  It would be 
visible from every approach, as shown in the accompanying street level photographic 
constructions created consistent with the developer’s most current plans (Appendix B). Additions 
planned to both homes would further crowd the properties. 
 
Landscape plantings would not remove these parking eyesores and would accomplish very little 
visually. There is too much parking too close to the road to hide, and plantings would not 
ameliorate the inappropriateness of parking lots around these historic structures. 
 
While there is no simple definition of what is historically appropriate to the appearance of 
structures and their surroundings in the Historic Districts, certainly among the defining 
characteristics of the Battle Road, from Hillside Avenue in Lexington all the way to Concord 
Center, are an absence of parking lots in general and of parking around historic structures in 
particular, and the overall unobtrusiveness of the automobile. 
 
It is remarkable how few parking lots are visible along Massachusetts Avenue in Lexington in 
spite of the fact that the Historic Districts Commission was not established until 1956.  The lots  
are easily listed and it should be noted that all the commercial parking listed predates the creation  



of the Districts: 
• Lexington Automotive at 542 Mass. Ave. was historically the site of a blacksmith shop 

and then an auto repair shop dating to the 1930s.  Its parking is appropriate to the 
appearance and historic use of the buildings; 

• A gas station at Mass. Ave. and Maple Street; 
• The Brick Store at 703 Mass Ave (built 1828) has a modest amount of parking in front 

which likely dates to horse and carriage days; 
• Parking lots alongside Sacred Heart and Saint Brigid Churches and the gravel lot across 

from Follen Church; 
• Dr. Barnes’s Property, 1557 Mass. Ave., formerly the School Administration Building, 

has parking set back 65 feet.  
• A single row of parking on the west side of 1666 Mass. Ave., dating to the former use of 

this site as a gas station.  Note that this is the only off-street parking to be seen in 
Lexington Center. 

 
Neighboring Concord was of course nearly fully settled as a Shire Town before the rise of the 
automobile, and has no visible parking lots whatsoever along the Battle Road, save for seasonal 
and unlighted visitor parking for the historic sites of Meriam’s Corner, the Wayside, and Alcott 
House and one small piece of church parking.  Furthermore, the entire road connecting the two 
towns’ historic districts has now been largely restored to a colonial or pre-automobile appearance 
as part of the Minute Man National Park, which has only visitor parking for historic sites along 
its length. 
 
Readers may need to remind themselves of how this road appears to visitors from all over the 
world, by traveling its length and observing firsthand what has been described above. There is 
perhaps no other stretch of road in the country which is so built up yet which still captures the 
serenity of another era. And one need only venture a few feet east of Hillside Avenue to see what 
the Historic Districts are not--a suburban environment defined by the automobile. 
 
Besides the concern expressed here for the look and feel of Lexington’s main street, the 
neighborhood immediately west of the Battle Green must be seen as a particular town treasure.  
It has seventeen homes, fifteen of which are of nineteenth century origin and appear in the 
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey.  The remaining two date to 1902 and 1930.  The 
intrusion of parking lots here would be totally out of keeping not only with the homes to be 
surrounded by them but with the entire neighborhood. 
 
So far as is known the town has never before been presented with a development proposal to 
place street-side parking lots along Massachusetts Avenue in the Historic Districts and no visible 
parking lots have been added to the Districts since the creation of the Commission.  These 
proposed parking lots would be an anachronistic visual embarrassment to the period homes 
around them and would permanently mar the look of the Battle Green area. 
 
The Historic Districts are a national landmark that the town is charged with protecting.  They are 
also assets to every property in town, certainly valued at hundreds of millions of dollars, as well 
as the town’s most significant source of tourism.  They define the look of Lexington, which is in 
turn replicated in its architectural traditions throughout the town.  The town needs to consider the 
precedent and long-term consequences of allowing visible commercial parking lots in the 
Historic Districts.  
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Appendix A.  Photographs and photographic constructions. 
 
NOTE that  these photographic alterations are intended to be used for schematic purposes only. Insofar 
as possible they accurately portray the footprint of proposed structures but not necessarily their exact 
appearance. 
 

 
Aerial photograph of 2013 and 2027 Massachusetts Avenue (Bing). 
 

 
The same photograph with the proposed parking added as well as additions to both homes, in accordance with the 
most current plans submitted by the developer. 



 

 
View of the Dana Home and Mulliken House approaching from the west along Massachusetts Avenue. 
 
 

 
The same view with a proposed parking lot added.  Proposed additions to both homes are not shown. 
 



 
A closer view. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
View of the Mulliken House and Dana Home approaching from the east along Massachusetts Avenue with the 
proposed parking lot added.  Relocation of the Mulliken House driveway from its current position would visually 
mock the preservation of its historic barn.  
 
The proposed additions to the east side of the Dana Home and west side of the Mulliken House are not shown, but 
would take up almost all the area between the existing building and the vehicles, an area currently planted with 
lawn, trees and bushes. 



 
View of the west side of the Dana Home from the intersection of Massachusetts Avenue and Worthen Road. 
 

 
The same view with the second proposed parking lot added.  The Dana Home would have parking lots on both sides. 
 



Appendix B. 
 
Site Construction Plan from the Preliminary Site Development and Use Plan submitted to the 
Town of Lexington Planning Board on December 29, 2011. 

 


