
February 26, 2012 
 
Dear Town Meeting Members, 
 
 I live on Parker Street, and we have raised three children in Lexington.  Last summer, I was 
initially delighted to learn that there was a plan to renovate the Dana Home and operate a Bed 
and Breakfast.  However, when I learned that the proposal was actually to buy also a historic 
house next door and turn both properties into a 22-room hotel, a 56-seat restaurant, a 32-seat 
lounge and an office/conference building, I became quite concerned about the traffic safety and 
parking issues that might result from running this size operation in that location.   
 
As I researched the issue more, I realized that these properties were wholly surrounded by 
residentially zoned properties and that rezoning this property to commercial would create a 
precedent for other properties throughout Lexington to be zoned commercial within residential 
neighborhoods. One of the reasons we chose to live in Lexington almost 20 years ago was 
because of the strict zoning laws with respect to commercial development. 
 
Together with other neighbors and concerned citizens of Lexington, we formed a group called 
Lexington Neighbors for Responsible Growth.  To learn more details about the project and names 
of the members of our group, please go to our website at http://lexprotects.com/   
 
There is a Planning Board hearing about the Dana Home rezoning this Wednesday, February 
29, at 7:30 PM at the Clarke Middle School. We encourage you to attend the meeting to learn 
more about the proposal.  On the welcome page of our website, we have provided links to the 
following documents which are relevant to the Planning Board hearing: 
 
1. The letter to the Planning Board that has been updated with two minor changes and additional 
signatures since its filing with the Planning Board on February 15, 2012. It will be refiled prior to 
the meeting on Wednesday; 
 
2. A copy of the Traffic and Parking Study by MDM Transportation Consultants, Inc. of 
Marlborough, Massachusetts; 
 
3. A copy of a letter filed by members of our group with the Historic Districts Commission 
explaining the impact of this project on the Historic Districts; and 
 
4. A copy of the report by Comprehensive Environmental Incorporated, a peer reviewer hired by 
the Conservation Commission to review the "proposed site layout and grading, drainage system 
design, retaining wall design and site lighting".  The applicant has not yet appeared before the 
Conservation Commission to address these issues. To review the last Conservation Commission 
meeting at which the applicant appeared, please go to the following link 
http://www.lexmedia.org/ondemand.html, look for the 12/13/2011 Conservation Commission 
Hearing video and forward to the 1:54 mark. Currently, the applicant has rescheduled to appear 
before the Conservation Commission on March 6. 
 
The goal of our group has been to provide information to the Boards in order for them to be 
informed fully about the impact of this project on our Town.  As Town Meeting approaches, we 
encourage Town Meeting members to ensure that the substantive questions are fully answered 
by the applicant before you are asked to vote on this rezoning. 
 
Thank you for reading these materials and for serving our Town. 
 
Susan Kenyon 
17 Parker Street 
	  


